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1. It’s a hard feeling 
to top

I’ve never stopped to add up how 
much money I’ve thrown into the air 
over the years. I assume it’s a lot. I’ve 
never seriously thought about how 
else I could’ve used the cash either.

So now, even though I have a 
business, a mortgage, a beautiful 
wife and kids – all of which keeps me 
MYVT�Å`PUN�¶�[OLYL»Z�UV[�H�KH`�0�KVU»[�
remember that I hold a pilot’s licence, 
and that I earned it all by myself. It’s a 
hard feeling to top. 

If you love aviation, being able to sit 
at the pointy end of a plane and make 
the decisions is its own reward. But 
the accomplishment adds a lot more 
[OHU�Å`PUN�[V�`V\Y�SPML��0U�MHJ[��H�SV[�VM�
people would be a lot better people 
PM� [OL`� QVPULK� H� Å`PUN� JS\I� HUK� W\[�
themselves through the process. 

2. You’ll love it
Well, given that you’re reading this, and you’ve come this 
far, it’s pretty safe to assume you will. Don’t get all starry-
L`LK�[OV\NO��3LHYUPUN�[V�Å`�̂ PSS�THRL�̀ V\�JY �̀�:VTL[PTLZ��
it will drive you crazy. Occasionally, it might even scare the 
hell out of you. And those are all great reasons to stick 
with it.   

3. It will teach you things
0[�^PSS� [LHJO�`V\�OV^� [V�Å`�VM�JV\YZL��;OH[»Z� [OL�NLULYHS�
PKLH��)\[�PM�`V\�RLLW�`V\Y�^P[Z�HIV\[�`V\��Å`PUN�JHU�HSZV�
be a doctorate in self discipline. If you’re diligent, you’ll take 
away a innate sense of courtesy and caution as a bonus. 

;OH[� JV\SK� ZH]L� `V\� H� I\UJO� VM� [YV\ISL� KV^U� [OL� SPUL��
PUJS\KPUN� HU`� U\TILY� VM� [YHѝJ� PUJPKLU[Z�� 7S\Z� Å`PUN� ^PSS�
[LHJO� `V\� WH[PLUJL�� ;Y\Z[� TL� ¶� ^OLU� `V\� Z[HY[� [HRPUN�
lessons, you’ll understand.

4. It will S-T-R-E-T-C-H you
>OH[�KVLZ�P[�[HRL�[V�Å`&�@V\�Q\Z[�^PNNSL�[OL�Z[PJR��TV]L�
`V\Y�MLL[�HUK�SVVR�V\[�[OL�^PUKV �̂�YPNO[&�5V[�SPRLS`��
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...a lot of 
people would 
be a lot better 
people if they 
put themselves 
through the 
process...
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continues...
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As you learn to operate an airplane 
safely, you’ll also learn the physics, 
chemistry, meteorology, navigation, 
radio telephony, law, mechanical 
engineering, electrics and more that 
makes it all work. It’s like a degree, 
but much more diverse. So when 
you pass your tests, your pride in the 
achievement will be so much more 
well-deserved.

5. It will make you 
special

5V[� L]LY`VUL� JHU� Å �̀� 4VZ[� WLVWSL�
have several good reasons why they 
JHU»[�� )\[� UV[� `V\�� @V\»SS� V]LYJVTL�
L_J\ZLZ�� PULY[PH�� `V\Y� IHUR� THUHNLY�
HUK�L]LU�NYH]P[ �̀�@V\»SS�LHYU�[OL�YPNO[�
to feel special, because you’ll be one 
of relatively few human beings who 
can cause an aircraft to rise into the 
air and then return safely to the earth.

6. It will pay you 
back, and then 
some

3LHYUPUN� [V� Å`� NP]LZ� `V\� ZVTL[OPUN�
[OH[»Z�NL[[PUN�OHYK� [V�ÄUK� [OLZL�KH`Z�
�� JVUÄKLUJL��>OLU� `V\� ÄYZ[� Å �̀� `V\�
learn to have faith in invisible forces. 
)`� `V\Y� ÄYZ[� ZVSV�� `V\»]L� SLHYULK�
to have that faith in yourself. So, far 
IL`VUK�H�SPM[�Vќ��`V\»]L�THKL�[OL�SLHW�
of a lifetime. Flying training teaches 
you that you can handle things - 
THJOPULZ�� JVTWSL_� LU]PYVUTLU[Z��
HUK� L]LU� [OL� \UL_WLJ[LK�� ;OH[»Z� H�
life lesson you can use anywhere and 
everywhere.

7. It will set you FREE
As the saying goes ‘a mile of highway will take you a mile, 
a mile of runway will take you anywhere’. Once you have 
the skills, you can go wherever your dreams do. Fly to 
[OL� UL_[� JV\U[`� MVY� IYLHRMHZ[�� VY� [OL� UL_[� JV\U[Y`� MVY� H�
OVSPKH �̀�7SLU[`�VM�WLVWSL�¶�PUJS\KPUN�UL^S`�TPU[LK�+H`�=-9�
773Z�\UKLY����HUK�V]LY����¶�OH]L�JYVZZLK�VJLHUZ��,]LU�
winning the lottery couldn’t give you the same combination 
of liberty and satisfaction.

���,W�ZLOO�PDNH�\RX�¿QDQFLDOO\�
comfortable

5V� P[�^VU»[�� 0U� MHJ[�� `V\Y�HIPSP[`� [V�I\`�L_[YH�[HSS� JHYHTLS�
ZV`�PJL�SH[[tZ�VU�H�^OPT��TH`�UL]LY�YLJV]LY��@V\�^PSS�ULLK�
ZVTL�ÄUHUJPHS�ZH]]`�[V�WH`�MVY�`V\Y�SLZZVUZ�[OV\NO��(UK�
that could give you an advanced course in budgeting, 
scheming and self control. 

So there’s your homework for tonight... 

;OLU�`V\�JHU�WOVUL�[OL�Å`PUN�ZJOVVS�[VTVYYV �̂��


